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PREFACE. 


In presenting the following collection of Church Music to the 
public, we by no means pretend to say that it is free from faults. 
But we expect to find it acknowledged, by those who are com- 
petent to judge, as the best which has yet appeared in Scot- 
land. And if it shall prove useful in improving the taste and 
the resources of our country in this department of Worship, 
we shall consider all the pains we have bestowed upon it as 
amply rewarded. 

As to the selection of the Melodies, we have studied variety, 
as far as it is consistent with the nature and limits of the work. 
In this particular, we have been restricted both by our desire 
to give little or nothing but what is fit for congregational use, 
and also by the paucity of Metres in our Naticnal Church Psal- 
mody. ‘The latter defect we hope to get remedied by the ex- 
ertions of the Psalmody Committee of the General Assembly. 
As soon as their labours are brought to a close, and sanctioned 
by the Church, we shall publish our Second Part, having tunes 
accommodated to the additional Metres which we have no doubt 
will be introduced. And by that time, we anticipate such im- 
provement in the singing of our Church, as will warrant the 
introduction of Music, somewhat more difficult, though not less 
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appropriate and excellent than any that we have ventured to 
offer in the present publication. 

The tunes may be arranged under four heads: 

I. There are the tunes which have been long in com- 
mon use, and are held in great estimation; such as French, 
Dundee, St. David’s, St. Mary’s, Old Hundred, Old Lon- 
don, Martyrs, &c. Of these the Old Hundred is given in 
its most ancient style. Each division of the strain terminates 
in three semibreves ; which, when the preceding notes are sung 
a little quicker than usual, produces a very grand and solemn 
effect. Martyrs is a great favourite among our people; and 
deservedly so, both on account of its own peculiar character, 
and on account of the interesting recollections with which it is 
associated, It is, however, a very irregular air, and contains 
some scientific erorrs, which cannot be completely remedied 
without such alterations as would injure its popularity. It is 
for this reason chiefly that hitherto it has had no good harmony. 
We may say, with confidence, that it has never appeared in a 
tolerable shape till now. Mr. Smith of Paisley has set it for us 
with his usual felicity—contriving to hide, if not to cure its im- 
perfections, and retaining, at the same time, all its original 
beauty, and even increasing, particularly by the natural C in the 
last line, its power and plaintiveness of expression. 

IJ. There are many old airs, whieh never have been 
brought into general use, and some of which do not seem to be 
known at all, though their excellence entitles them to a distin- 
guished place among our Psalm tunes. A few of these we 
have endeavoured to rescue from unmerited obscurity, And 
we have no doubt that, in the form in which they are here pre- 
sented, they will be very acceptable. Of this class, are Logie 
Pert, Obseryatory, Holyrood House, Northumberland Street, 
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Harrowgate, Covenanter’s, Charlotte Street, Abercromby Place, 
&e. In two or three instances the old harmonies have been pre- 
served, as upon the whole more suitable to the composition, 
and we believe not less pleasing to the ear, than any new har- 
monies that could have been given. These may be recognized 
by the peculiarity of the concluding chord. 

Ill. There are Tunes of a more modern date, common- 
ly used in our Churches, and many of them extremely good. 
Our number of these is of course considerable. And though 
we cannot affect to say that none have been inserted which 
ought to have been excluded, yet we trust that the most of 
them will be thought worthy of a place in the Collection. We 
have no wish to encourage the ranting airs which prevail so 
much in some Dissenting Chapels in England, and which are 
so apt to please those who are unacquainted with what may be 
called the proprieties of Music. One or two, perhaps, to which 
this description may be deemed applicable, have found their 
way into our work, But these will be little attended to when 
found in company with such Tunes as St. Matthew’s, St. Gre- 
gory’s, New Cambridge, Gainsborough, Abingdon, Scarbo- 
rough, Birmingham, New Church, Angel’s Hymn, St. Ste- 
phen’s, Glasgow, and a multitude of others equally good and 
popular. Under this head may also be comprehended some 
Airs that have been culled from the works of our greatest mas- 
ters. Specimens of these are to be found in Messiah, Frederic 
Street, Calton-hill, Melancthon. We are quite aware, that, from 
such sources, we might have drawn a great deal more with ad- 
vantage to our publication ; but have reserved ourselves on this 
head for the Second Part, which we propose to enrich with 
extracts from the compositions of Hadyn, Mozart, Beethoven, 
and other eminent authors. 
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IV. There are the Tunes which have never before been 
published, and the greatest proportion of which have been 
composed expressly for this work. These are marked with an 
asterisk above the name *. And we hope that in general they 
will be esteemed worthy of being brought into notice. It seems 
very obvious that one great defect in our Church-music arises 
from the want of correspondence between the air and the words. 
Each of them has been composed without reference to the 
other ; the consequence of which is, that when they do agree, 
the agreement is merely accidental, and that in most cases there 
is scarcely any agreement at all. It may perhaps be impos- 
sible to remove this evil entirely. But it might certainly be 
very much diminished. And in proof of this, we refer to the 
following Tunes in the Collection, viz. Victory, Submission, 
St. George’s Edinburgh, Redemption, and also to Comfort, com- 
posed for the 53d Paraphrase. We intend to carry this im- 
provement a great deal farther in the Second Part. 

The idea now thrown out, suggested to us the propriety of 
giving in our Index (No.I.) a reference to the Psalms and 
Paraphrases, or to the particular portions of them which are 
best adapted to the several Tunes: And this led to the other 
Index, (No. II.) in which all the Psalms, Paraphrases, and 
Hymns, have annexed to them the Tunes which are best adap- 
ted to them, as specified in the preceding Index. We hope 
that this will be found a useful addition to the Book. At the 
same time, any one acquainted with the subject will perceive 
the difficulty of doing it well and completely, and will be ready 
therefore not only to make allowance for diversity of opinion, 
but for the actual mistakes that may be discovered, 


® Those marked thus + are newly harmonised, 
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The Sanctus’s and Doxologies are intended to be sung after 
such of the tunes as are on the same key, and partake of the 
same strain. For example, Sanctus II. comes well after Abing- 
don; as does Doxology II. after St. Augustine. The Dismis- 
sion, which is a piece of very old solemn music, may be used 
at the conclusion of divine service. The anthem from the 41st 
Psalm was composed for the purpose of being sung on occasion 
of Charity Sermons ; and is so simple, that while any band may 
easily learn and perform it, the Congregation will be able to 
join in it without much difficulty. Of the merits of the other 
Anthem we need not say any thing. Very eminent judges, to 
whom it has been submitted, have spoken of it in the highest 
terms. It might be appropriately sung in Church on penitential 
days. 

In making out the present compilation, we have been favoured. 
with the ablest assistance that we could have desired. Tothe Au- 
thor of Victory,and Doxologies IIT. and IV. we are indebted, not 
only for these original compositions, but also for some very exqui- 
site harmonies ; and we feel highly honoured indeed by the con- 
tributions of a gentleman, whose attainments in musical science, 
and in the art of musical composition, are soeminently distinguish- 
ed as those of Mr. Graham. We have also to express our grate- 
ful acknowledgments to another gentleman, whose name we are 
not at liberty to mention, but whose profound acquaintance with 
the subject, and whose active services have been of very mate- 
rial importance to our little volume. Mr. Smith of Paisley has 
done mauch for us, and all that he has done is excellent. And 
we are glad to have this opportunity of stating our obligations 
and bearing our testimony to this most deserving individual, 
whose taste, and skill, and acquirements, in his professional 
walk, entitle him to a high place, and have already secured for 
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him no small reputation, in the musical world. We trust that 
we are not stepping out of our way in strongly recommending 
a set of Anthems which he has recently published, and in inti- 
mating our hope that he may be encouraged by the success of 
his labours to persevere in a species of music so very delightful, 
and in which he seems so much qualified to excel. 

It is necessary to state, that any errors that may be found in 
the execution of the work are to be ascribed, not to the gentie- 
men now alluded to, but to ourselves, who undertook it with- 
out being fully aware of its difficulty, and whose anxiety to get 
it out speedily prevented us from making those arrangements, 
and using those precautions, which are requisite to secure the 
greatest degree of accuracy. At the same time, we have reason 
to think, that even with these disadvantages, the errors will 
prove to be neither numerous nor considerable. 


Epinsureu, May, 1820. 
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Give thanks to God, for good is he:For mercy hath he ever. 


Thanks to the God of gods give ye:For his grace faileth never. 
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In our low state who on us thought: 
For he hath mercy ever. 
And from our foes our freedom wrought: 


For his grace faileth never 
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